Plasma levels of retinol, ascorbic acid and alpha-tocopherol in sickle cell anaemia.
The plasma concentrations of the antioxidant vitamins A (retinol), C (ascorbic acid) and E (alpha-tocopherol) were determined in sickle cell anaemia (SCA). It was found that the concentrations of ascorbic acid and alpha-tocopherol were significantly depressed while that of retinol was only slightly reduced. The depletion in the levels of these antioxidant vitamins may account for some of the observed manifestations of SCA such as increased susceptibility to infection and haemolysis.